





Clapham Library

A series of events is to be held during the next few months,
prior to the closure of the library on North Side in the
autumn. The object of these is to raise funds, to consult
with residents and stakeholders and to give a flavour of
what Omnibus (the name of a group of local residents
proposing to take over the library building) will aim to offer
the community as an arts hub.

On Saturday 3 September Miriam Margolyes will
launch the series with ‘An Evening with Miriam Margolyes
- Charles Dickens and Others’, which will include extracts
from her acclaimed one-woman show ‘Dickens’ Women’,
followed by a Q and A session.

Further concerts in September and October, which will
all take place on the ground floor of the library, will include
performances by artists from the Royal Academy of Music
and the Guildhall School of Music, lectures, play readings
and poetry readings including, we hope, one by Benjamin
Zephaniah. John O’Farrell has also agreed to appear.
Further details will appear in the next newsletter.

George Owen

London Open House

Remember to keep Saturday 17 September and Sunday

18 September clear to enjoy London’s great festival of
architecture when hundreds of buildings are open to the
public free of charge. More details will be available in mid-
August, but if you are interested in being a volunteer steward
or guide at a building check out how to apply at www.

londonopenhouse.org/images/volunteering.pdf

Three Clapham Churches

Pat Tindale

We were sad to learn of the recent death of Pat Tindale, a
distinguished architect, Clapham resident and member of the
Society for around 40 years.

After training at the Architectural Association Pat joined
the Ministry of Education, where she was involved in
developing prototypes for a new generation of schools. In
1960 she transferred to the Ministry of Housing. Here she
soon rose to prominence and was instrumental in diverting
funding away from tower blocks towards smaller scale
prefabricated housing. She finished her career as chief
architect to the Department of the Environment from 1982-86.

Pat had a particular interest in timber-framed buildings
and spent a sabbatical year in the USA researching them. It
was as a result of this interest that the adjoining houses which
she and her close friends, John and Ann Kay, built in Crescent
Grove, have the distinction of being the first timber-framed
houses built in London since the Fire of London in 1666.

Last year Ann Kay kindly allowed some members to visit her
house which had been designed for a growing family: Pat’s
house, in contrast, was smaller, single-storey, mainly open-
plan with a dedicated area for her enduring passion — weaving.
For many years Pat played an active part in the management
of Crescent Grove and was Treasurer and a Trustee from 1987
to 1997.

Sadly, following a stroke, Pat spent the last years of her
life in a nursing home, but she remained a regular reader of
our newsletter to the end!

The spire of St Mary’s Catholic Church in Clapham Park Road is an important landmark, the last survivor of three spires which once
dominated the Clapham skyline. (The other two, at the Methodist Church in the High Street, and the former Congregational Church

in Grafton Square, were casualties of the Second World

War.) If you have been gazing upwards recently (perhaps
unwise in view of the Clapham traffic) you will have seen
that the spire has acquired a protective ring of scaffolding.
The upper section has serious structural problems, and

the scaffolding is necessary to prevent debris falling,

while funds are raised for repairs. The spire is of Kentish
ragstone, which has not weathered well; but the real
problem is that it is tied together by iron bands, which have
corroded and must be replaced by steel.

The Church has launched an appeal for £500,000, partly
for the spire and partly for the rest of the fabric. There are
also plans to refurbish the monastery and open it up for
greater parish and community use. We hope to arrange a
visit for the Society in 2012.

St Mary’s is described by Pevsner as one of the finest
Victorian churches in South London. Built in 1851 to
designs by William Wardell, it was enlarged and enhanced
by JF Bentley, who lived in Old Town, and was also
architect of the monastery. More information at www.
stmarys-clapham.org.uk.

In the High Street, the Methodist Church has completed
a new entrance. This has been built over most of its
forecourt. It looks good, and restores a more uniform
frontage to the street. It is being opened and dedicated on
25 June, at a service at which the preacher is Lord Griffiths,

the Minister at Wesley’s Chapel.

Restoration work is also needed at St Paul’s Church in Rectory Grove. It is appealing for funds towards the £400,000 cost of the
works, mainly for the roof over the community centre which is in a bad state, but also for rewiring, much needed redecoration and a
new créche and kitchen. More information at www.stpaulssw4.org/appeal.

Peter Jefferson Smith




The Localism Bill

A bill currently on its way through
Parliament includes provisions aimed at
people who are interested in what their
local area looks like, how its historic
features and character are conserved, and
what new development goes forward.
Since you are reading this newsletter, that
almost certainly applies to you.

The Localism Bill will probably
complete its passage through
Parliament later this year, and come into
force gradually after that. The government
says it ‘marks the beginning of a power
shift away from central government to
the people, families and communities of
Britain’. It is a substantial Bill, containing
over 200 clauses and 25 schedules. Most
of it is very technical and perhaps only of
real concern (or, indeed, comprehensible)
to those of us well-versed in the running
of local government. This article is a very
broad outline of how the Bill is intended
to affect the way local planning decisions
are made, and our role in them.

Town and Parish Councils, which
already exist, and Neighbourhood
Forums, which are new entities, will
be able to draw up Neighbourhood
Plans. No-one yet knows what exactly
will amount to a ‘neighbourhood’: this
is intended to be a bottom-up process
whereby people in a locality get together
and put themselves forward. Officers in
the local authority have to co-operate
with Forums in developing their plans,
providing them with the data and
know-how they need. The point of a
Neighbourhood Plan, embodying as it will

Events on the Common
The following events will take place on
the Common during the summer:
Saturday 18 June to Sunday 17 July
The British Gas Big Dip, to be held on
the circus site, includes a temporary
swimming pool and beach. See bigdip.
co.uk/london

Friday 1 July, Saturday 2 July and
Sunday 3 July Jamie Oliver’s Big
Feastival — an extravaganza of food
and music. See www.jamieoliver.com/
thebigfeastival

Saturday 23 July and Sunday 24 July
Ben and Jerry’s Sundae 2011. See www.
benjerry.co.uk/sundae

Saturday 27 August and Sunday 28
August SW4 Event. www.southwestfour.
com

Saturday 10 September Sainsbury’s
Super Saturday celebrating paralympic
sport. www.sainsburys.co.uk/

supersaturday

local people’s own vision of what their
area should be like, is that once the Plan
is adopted, the Neighbourhood Forum
itself is able to determine what kind of
development goes ahead on the basis of
the Plan.

Before you get too excited about
this, you should know: (i) the Plan has
to follow central government law and
guidance, and the policies adopted by
local government. For instance, there
can be no favouring local family grocery
businesses over the big supermarket
chains, or refusing applications for high-
density housing development where the
strategy adopted by the local authority
is for it to be built; (ii) a Forum has to
consist of at least 21 people, so the group
that happens to be assembled around a
table at one of our local pubs, putting
the world to rights, is likely to need
wider support; and (iii) the Plan has to be
submitted for checking for its legality, and
then subjected to a local referendum, in
which it has to get at least 50% of votes
in favour.

There are a number of serious
questions about the extent to which
these ideas are workable. The idea of a
‘neighbourhood’ with a single voice and
point of view may work in a homogenous
community such as, say, Ambridge. (How
long can it take before Lynda Snell is
running a Neighbourhood Forum?) But
somewhere like Clapham is far more
socially, economically and ethnically
diverse. Also, if an area like Clapham is to
constitute a ‘neighbourhood’, it includes
parts of both Lambeth and Wandsworth.

How can a ‘neighbourhood’ negotiate a
plan with not one, but two or more local
authorities?

Cost may, in the end, be the decisive
issue. Even if we accept the government’s
assurances that localism is not merely
a pretext for reducing expenditure on
local government, the new arrangements
are bound to be affected by budget cuts.
According to government estimates,
each neighbourhood plan will cost
between £17,000 and £63,000, and
running referendums will amount to
£3,000,000 a year, but these figures must
be highly speculative and may well be too
optimistic. If the arrangements cost more
rather than less, developers will not be
asked to meet the difference, so where is
the money going to come from?

A number of pilot projects or ‘front-
runners’ up and down the country are
testing neighbourhood planning. In
London, there are schemes run by the
Chelsea Society and Markham Square
Association in the Royal Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea, Bermondsey
Neighbourhood Forum in Southwark,
and Hackbridge Community Forum in
Sutton. The experiences of these groups
will show us more about whether there is
potential for neighbourhood planning in
our own area.

To find out more about the Bill, you
can download A4 Plain English Guide to
the Localism Bill from the Department
of Communities and Local Government
website www.communities.gov.uk or
telephone DCLG on 030 344 0000 and
ask for a printed copy.

Alison Macnair

If you have any queries about The Clapham Society or have news of local events,

please contact the appropriate person below:

Chair Alison Macnair
119 Clapham Manor Street,

London SW4 6DR

Email: alisonmacnair@fastmail.co.uk
Secretary Jill Cramphorn
552 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 3JX
Tel: 020 7720 3343

Treasurer David Brown
15 Turret Grove, London SW4 0ES

Tel: 020 7720 7536

Membership Secretary Jennifer Everett
30 Trinity Close, London SW4 0JD

Tel: 020 7627 4770

Meetings and Events Maev Sullivan
2 Fitzwilliam Road, London SW4 O0DN
Tel: 020 7498 9205

Email: maevsullivan@gmail.com

Planning Matters Philip Ashford
45 Rodenhurst Road, London SW4 8AE
Tel: 020 8674 1727

Email: pjashford@yahoo.co.uk
Common and Open Spaces

Anna Jefferson Smith

22 Iveley Road, London SW4 0EW

Tel: 020 7622 8285

Email: annajs@mac.com

Newsletter and Publications

Alyson Wilson

22 Crescent Grove, London SW4 7AH
Tel: 020 7622 6360

Email: alysonwilson.sw4(@yvirgin.net

Details of meetings, activities and a full list of our publications are on
The Clapham Society website at www.claphamsociety.com




