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Our meetings take place at Omnibus Theatre, 

1 Clapham Common North Side, SW4 0QW, at 7.30pm. 

The talk lasts for about 45 minutes, followed by ques-

tions and discussion. Meetings are free for members and 

non-members are invited to donate. The Café Bar is 

open from 6pm for drinks and snacks, then after the talk 

for further mingling. Visit claphamsociety.com/events to 

see our remaining talks for the year. There are no talks in 

July, August or December.  

Monday 15 September, 7.30pm 
The dance world of Katti Lanner (1829-1908). Dr  

Geraldine Morris danced with the Royal Ballet Company, 

Covent Garden, and later studied dance as an academic dis-

cipline. A Senior Honorary Research Fellow at Roehampton 

University, she has lived in Clapham for 50 years. The second 

edition of her book, Frederick Ashton�s Ballets: Style,  

Performance, Choreography, was published in November 

2024 by Oxford University Press. Geraldine will focus on 

Katti Lanner�s significance in the world of dance. There 

were no female choreographers in the 19th century, making 

Lanner, who ran dance schools from her Clapham home at 

40 Clapham Common North Side, and Bloomsbury, unique. 

With thanks  

to our sponsor
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Live music at the Bandstand 

The outdoor concert series (Newsletter 477) continues. 

Sundays and August Bank Holiday Monday, 2-4pm. 
 

29 June: South London Symphonic Winds 

6 July: King Groovy and the HornStars  

13 July: Los Domingos Band 

20 July: Crystal Palace (Brass) Band  

27 July: We Are Real Voices  

3 August: Tequila Brass  

10 August: South London Jazz Orchestra  

17 August: Sonnet Wind Orchestra  

24 August: Kix Jazz Orchestra 

Monday 25 August: The Macaroons  

31 August: London City Brass

We are delighted to announce the launch of Gateway to Clapham, an  

international design ideas competition that invites architects, artists and  

designers to reimagine the railway bridge over Clapham High Street.  

Organised by The Clapham Society and the Clapham Business Improvement 

District, led by local architect and Clapham Society committee member Jake 

Johnson, this ambitious initiative aims to transform one of Clapham�s most 

prominent landmarks into a bold and inspiring gateway to our neighbourhood. 

The competition will officially launch in the August 2025 issue of Archi-

tects� Journal, inviting creative professionals from across the UK and beyond 

to put forward their vision for this much-loved yet underwhelming structure. 

Despite its prime location near Clapham High Street and Clapham North 

stations, the existing bridge is a purely functional piece of infrastructure with 

limited contribution to the public realm. This project seeks to change that. 

The design brief challenges participants to propose bold yet buildable 

ideas that spark joy, improve safety and instil local pride. Interventions may 

include lighting, re-cladding, public art, greening, or new way-finding strate-

gies. The bridge�s rich history � dating back to the Victorian era � offers fer-

tile ground for design teams to create a landmark that both honours 

Clapham�s past and reflects its contemporary diversity. 

Held in two phases, the competition will shortlist up to four  

proposals to develop further, each receiving an honorarium. The winning vi-

sion will form the basis for future implementation, subject to funding and 

planning approvals. Community engagement will be central throughout the 

process, ensuring the final design reflects the aspirations of those who live, 

work, and travel through Clapham every day. 

This is a rare opportunity to shape the future of one of Clapham�s most 

recognisable urban features. We look forward to sharing updates as the com-

petition progresses and celebrating a transformative project that will mark 

a new chapter in Clapham�s evolving story. 

Story and photograph by Jake Johnson

Announcing the Gateway to Clapham competition 
If you�re an architect, an artist or a designer this is an initiative you need to 

know about. Plaudits to committee member Jake Johnson for conceiving it.

http://claphamsociety.com/events


Times Radio�s gain  
We were pleased to hear, if you did 

not know  already, that Clapham  

resident and former BBC journalist 

Stephen Sackur (Newsletter 474) 

has joined Times Radio to host The 

Times At One programme, 1-2 pm, 

Monday to Thursday. He is among a 

distinguished roster of presenters 

that include Andrew Neil, Trevor 

Phillips and Daniel Finkelstein. We 

wish him well in his new venture 

and will certainly tune in. Former 

BBC journalist, Jo Coburn, joined 

the show the week before. 

July walks 
� On Saturday 5 July Gillian Robinson�s walk, The History of  

Social Care in Nightingale Lane, looks at the medical history  

associated with properties on this road stretching all the way to 

Clapham South. Leaves from Wandsworth Common Station at 12 noon. 

� On Saturday 12 July Nigel Bassindale�s Clapham Park: The  

Cubitt Connection investigates the extent of Thomas Cubitt�s  

developments in the area. Leaves from the junction of Emmanuel 

Road and New Park Road at 3pm. 

� On Saturday 26 July Alyson Wilson leads the Clapham Ghost 

Signs walk tracing  ghost signs 

up the High Street to Old Town 

and the Clapham Common area. 

Leaves from Clapham North 

Station at 2.30pm.  

For further details and to book 

your place (booking is essential),  

visit claphamsociety.com/walk-

type/guided. AW 

Local History Fair and Heritage Festival 
Saturday 6 September is an important day for anyone interested in 

the history of our area. It is when Clapham hosts the annual Lambeth 

Local History Fair, which will be held this year at Clapham Library, 

91 Clapham High Street, SW4 7DB, from 10 am to 4:30 pm. Local 

history societies and archives from all over the borough will have 

stands with information and experts to answer your queries. There 

will also be local walks, talks including �Brixton�s Four-legged  

Performers�, and Simon James of our Local History Group will 

speak about his research on the residents of each house in his street 

in the past hundred years.  

The event marks the start of September�s Heritage Festival � a 

feast of walks, talks, workshops and exhibitions put together by  

Lambeth Archives and Lambeth Local History Forum. Watch out for 

the brochure, which will be widely available at the end of July in  

libraries, leisure centres and selected local shops. Soon after, it will 

go online, including on the News page of our website. Alyson Wilson 

Royal Trinity Hospice: Sip coffee to help out 

Common Cause is a brand-new café for the community which has 

just opened at Royal Trinity Hospice. The newly refurbished space 

serves artisan coffee and freshly baked goods from local suppliers  

as well as a changing daily menu of salads, sandwiches and snacks. 

Every time you choose Common Cause, you�ll be helping people 

on your doorstep get the care they need, as every penny will help the 

Hospice deliver its free care. Every sip, every snack, every visit has 

an impact, so please head along to Common Cause, 30 Clapham 

Common North Side, SW4 0RN, to sample the menu and enjoy the 

new surroundings or, while you�re there, a walk in the stunning  

Hospice gardens. Open Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm. Polly Balsom 

Jim Grover: Behind the Blue Doors 

For the May meeting members were treated to a presentation by 

well-known local polymath Jim Grover of his recent project  

Behind the Blue Doors, a study of Trinity Homes almshouses, a 

beautiful set of buildings in Brixton�s Acre Lane, established in 

1824. He published a book of the same name to accompany an  

exhibition at Lambeth Archives last summer. 

We were told of the origins of the institution, founded and  

endowed by a late-Georgian philanthropist, Thomas Bailey, who 

made his money as a  

�chinaman� (trader in, 

mainly creamware, pottery) 

and cut-glass merchant 

from premises opposite the 

south side of St Paul�s 

Cathedral.  

Bailey began buying 

land in the Brixton area in 

the early 1800s and built a 

magnificent property there, 

Bethel House, for himself 

and his wife, Mary. He was 

a devout man and in the 

early 1820s, following his 

charitable instincts, he 

built and endowed Trinity 

Homes for 12 �distressed 

spinsters�, expanding to 

16, then 20. The almshouses were managed by trustees, chaired 

by Thomas until his death in 1828, then by his close nephew, John 

Illidge, in post until his death in 1846. 

The trust had strict rules about entry: women only (until 1997), 

aged between 57 and 67, needy but with some income, self- 

sufficient, devout churchgoers only, and with good references. 

People could be on the waiting list for anything up to 10 years. 

Jim took us through the journey of one woman, Margaret White, 

who waited seven years to get in and stayed for about 30 until her 

death in 1914. As part of his research Jim found an enormous al-

most untouched stash of original admission records at Trinity 

Homes, called �memorials�, which have since been transferred to 

Lambeth Archives. 

What of Trinity Homes today? In short, the charity thrives with 

residents from eclectic backgrounds: a loose-knit community who 

share some facilities but are basically independent. All have  

satisfied the current entry criteria, much like the original but  

updated, with many working in the community. The charity�s value 

to the community is as strong now as when it was founded. 

At the beginning of his talk, Jim asked what he really was: a 

historian, a genealogist, a curator, an archivist, a man with a natu-

rally inquiring mind? The answer is all of these, plus a brilliant 

photographer and natural storyteller. A generous man, Jim invited 

Legal Adviser and Trustee of Trinity Homes Nick Guppy, and cur-

rent resident, Wallee McDonnell, to speak too.  

This was a fascinating evening. Clapham is lucky to be blessed 

with such a talented chronicler of past and present. Roger Eastman 

To obtain a copy of Jim�s 120-page book, �Behind the Blue Doors�, 

£25, email jim.grover@mac.com. He might even hand-deliver!
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St Paul�s Opera: the �dress� rehearsal   
It�s a sunny afternoon in May and in the loft of Carolyn Cripps� 

Clapham home SPO founder Tricia Ninian and Designer/Producer 

Ted Blackburn are poring over fantastic 50s and 60s fashions: silk 

ballgowns, cotton day dresses, scarves, costume jewellery, shoes, 

handbags, hats, under garments, even unworn 40s silk stockings still 

in their original pack-

aging. All belonged 

to Carolyn�s mother, 

the couture model 

Marjorie Vare. 

The idea of donat-

ing the wardrobe first  

came to Carolyn dur-

ing the David Butt 

Philip Gala in March. 

At the after-party she 

got talking to Ted. 

On hearing that SPO�s Summer Festival offering,  L�elisir d�amore, 

would be set post war, Carolyn suggested that maybe some of her 

mother�s vast collection could be put to good use as costumes for it. 

Any that could not, could be saved for other productions, or sold by 

St Paul�s Opera to raise funds. 

L�elisir, as readers who went to the May launch of Julie Anderson�s 

A Death in the Afternoon will know, is going to be set in a hospital. 

�Eloise Lally, the Stage Director, is playing on the notion of women 

having proper responsibility for the first time,� Ted explains, �and 

the friction of when the men come back and it�s all supposed to go 

back to their idea of normal. It�s predominantly a working scene of 

south London at the time. We�re playing on the idea of the birth of 

the NHS and healthcare reaching out 

into the community for the first time, 

and the women who helped to make 

it happen. 

�Our Dulcamara is a spiv doctor 

who�s been away in Europe all these 

five years, and has returned from war 

with his more spiritualistic sense of 

medicine. Adina is the chief doctor of 

the hospital � a capable woman run-

ning the shop. Nemorino is a junior 

doctor who has somehow swerved the 

war; funnily enough we were work-

ing out the details of that dramaturgically yesterday. Then we have 

locals: patients, a pregnant working mum and the community know-all.�  

�That�s Pam, a true south London gal, fag omnipresent,� Tricia, 

who will be singing the role, interjects. �I said to Eloise long before 

rehearsals began, �You must meet our friend Julie, who not only 

knows about the hospital but her last two books are set there. You 

have the history of the hospital on a plate right there!�� 

Between Carolyn and Julie, Clapham really has been the gift that 

has kept giving for this opera. I cannot wait to see which creations 

of Carolyn�s mother make it on 

stage. Spoiler alert: if Pam 

should pop up in a mint-green 

pakamac it may have been filched. 

I ain�t sayin� nothin�, to borrow a 

phrase from its new owner.  

There are four performances 

of L�elisir d�amore, including a  

relaxed matinee. Thursday 3 July 

to Saturday 5 July, St Paul's 

Church, Rectory Grove, SW4 

0DZ. Find full details and book-

ing (including picnic arrange-

ments) at stpaulsopera.org/lelisir- 

damore. Ruth Eastman 

Studio Voltaire  
� Caspar Heinemann, Sod All. Until Sunday 3 August.  

� It�s A Love Thing: 30 Years of LGBTQIA+ Health Advocacy. 

Until Sunday 17 August. 

� Young People�s Garden Activities. Every Saturday and Sunday, 

11 am�6 pm. 

Studio Voltaire, 1A Nelsons Row, SW4 7JR. Open Wednesday 

to Sunday, 11am to 6pm. Free, all welcome. Learn more at  

studiovoltaire.org/whats-on.

Omnibus Theatre  
� Get Happy, 1-12 July. When his best friend gets engaged, Adam 

decides to be happy too. So happy. And nothing�s going to stop 

him. A one-person explosion of a show, Get Happy is an award-

winning debut piece from 

Joseph Aldous. 

� Out of the Wings, 15�19 

July. This annual festival of 

Spanish and Portuguese  

language playwriting is in its 

10th year. There are plays 

from six different countries, 

all in English translation.  

� Edinburgh Previews, 13-29 July. A dynamic mix of emerging and 

established theatre-makers preview their work in Clapham before 

heading to the largest theatre festival in the world, giving Londoners 

the chance to experience the best of the Fringe before anyone else. 

 Omnibus Theatre, 1 Clapham Common North Side, SW4 0QW. 

For show times and tickets, visit omnibus-clapham.org/whats-on. 

Clapham�s First Lady  
Before taking her 5-star solo show about the 

longest-serving US First Lady to the Assembly 

Rooms at Edinburgh, 31 July to 24 August,  

Alison Skilbeck (Newsletter 454) is reviving  

Mrs Roosevelt Flies to London at the White Bear 

Theatre, Kennington Park Road, SE11 4DJ. 6 July, 

6pm; 7 July, 7.30pm, whitebeartheatre.co.uk. 

Family dynamics, and did we say it�s a musical? 
Longtime Clapham resident Gay Soper (below right) is receiving 

rave reviews for This Is My Family, now on at Southwark Playhouse 

Elephant. �As with Firth�s other works, This Is My Family has a  

variety of themes...with more serious themes bringing an emotional 

weight. Most notable is the story of Steve�s elderly mother, May, as 

the family start to become worried about her deteriorating health. 

This proves the most moving aspect of the show, amplified by Gay 

Soper�s astonishing performance.� On now until 12 July. Southwark 

Playhouse Elephant, 1 Dante Place, SE11 4RX. If you travel by 

Tube, go to Elephant and Castle, take the Shopping Centre exit, turn 

left, cross at the traffic lights towards a small park where there�s a 

skyscraper behind the trees, and the theatre (barely visible) is at the 

groundfloor level of that. More details at southwarkplayhouse.co.uk. 

http://stpaulsopera.org
http://whitebeartheatre.co.uk
http://southwarkplayhouse.co.uk
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Poynders Road is part of 

a quartet enclosing the 

Clapham Park Estate. It  

was named after Thomas 

Poynder, a successful 

builder who owned a 

large estate on the north 

side of Clapham Common 

where he lived for much 

of his life, and farmland 

where Poynders Road was 

laid down.  

The Poynder family 

was prominent locally, 

and Thomas Poynder�s 

nephew, John Poynder, 

became a well-known 

missionary and social campaigner, successfully lobbying to ban  

the practice of widow burning in India, known as suttee.  

Poynders Road represents London at its most serpentine,  

constantly in the process of shedding its skin. In the 19th century  

it hosted some of Thomas Cubitt�s luxurious Italianate villas. An 

advertisement for the sale of one in 1839 gives a flavour of their 

grandeur: �Servants� hall, housekeeper�s room, footman�s room, 

dairy with wine and beer cellars� servants� bedroom; a three-stall 

stable, harness room, and double coach house, with coachman�s 

room and hayloft over.� And that is just the servants� quarters! 

In the 20th century these villas were demolished to make way 

for social housing. One of them was torn down and replaced with a 

three-storey block of flats, built in 1951-1953, that included a row 

For more information about our sponsor, Audley Villages, please telephone 020 3510 5059 or visit audleyvillages.co.uk.

Clapham street names: Poynders Road

of shops and a pub. (The photographs illustrate the changes wrought 

in the 20th century but are not the two buildings just mentioned!) 

The pub, the Bank of Swans, had a colourful reputation. I have 

spoken to residents whose parents met and fell in love there over 

the drift of music from a jukebox, and others who remember the 

pub hosting a brisk trade in white goods and even meat that had 

�fallen off the back of a lorry�. Bargain-minded residents would  

purchase the meat and then give it a precautionary rinse in the sink 

at home. The pub was boarded up in 2012, never again to play host 

to south London�s amorous or commercial tendencies. Now the  

entire block has been demolished, part of a vast new development 

that will see the whole of Clapham Park West replaced with 2,500 

mixed-use flats. Our serpent has shed and assumed another skin. 

Harry Waight 

Next month: Clapham Common North Side (west) 

If you would like to find out more about your street, email 

history@claphamsociety.com. 

Membership and subscriptions 
We extend a warm welcome to Kathy Butcher this month. To join 

The Clapham Society, visit claphamsociety.com/join. Annual 

subs are a reasonable £30 for a household, £20 for an individual 

and £50 for a business. Newsletters are delivered (free) in the 

local area, or by email (also free). To receive your Newsletter 

by post, the cost is an extra £15 per year. Jennifer Everett

Beating the bounds of Clapham 
On Saturday 24 May, 26 intrepid walkers met at the Bandstand to  

revive the ancient custom of �beating the bounds�. From Anglo Saxon 

times the parish boundary was marked with posts. In Rogation Week 

in days past, a little over a month after Easter, parish members would 

walk the perimeters of their land beating these markers with wooden 

wands. The ritual confirmed the boundaries in the days before there 

were maps and were later important when levying parish rates.  

This year, after a 50-year gap and to celebrate the 60th anniversary 

of the creation of the London Borough of Lambeth, the custom was 

revived locally. Three groups, Clapham, Streatham and Lambeth 

Archives, walked or cycled the parish boundaries of Clapham, 

Streatham and Old St Mary�s Lambeth, respectively. 

The Clapham group was led by Mike Tuffrey. He had researched 

the original parish boundary, found the remaining markers and  

devised a route which avoided houses and roads that now obstruct 

the original boundary. Members of the Society�s Local History Group 

gave brief talks, and acted as helpers and back markers.  

We started by walking north along Wix�s Lane, through  

Heathbrook Park, along the Wandsworth Road (where the back  

markers were challenged, in a most friendly fashion, but we were  

off our turf!) to Larkhall Park and on to Brixton Windmill for lunch.  

Moving south, we met the Streatham Group at the junction of the 

Clapham and Streatham parishes on New Park Road. We continued 

down Emmanuel Road, then up Cavendish Road to Clapham South, 

where many decided enough was enough. A few, however, ventured 

on to �Clapham detached� � Nightingale Lane, Alderbrook Road  

and Temperley Road, to Birchlands Avenue, then back to Clapham  

South via Bracken Avenue where Simon James introduced us to its 

wonderful Arts and Crafts houses.  

We had walked 10 miles, finishing at 5.30pm after a well-earned 

drink in the Nightingale. Members of the Local History Group 
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