
Monday 17 November  
Clapham�s historic street nameplates. The stories of 

how these markers were erected  show civic endeavour 

trying to bring order to the growing suburbs. Their de-

signs reflect community pride. Simon Morris is Publi-

cations Secretary of the London Topographical Society. 

He has cycled round the streets of London photograph-

ing the old street signs which, supplemented by archival 

research, will form the basis of his talk.
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With many thanks  
to our sponsor:

In Conversation with Ian Hislop  

A packed Omnibus Theatre welcomed Ian Hislop on Sunday 21 September, 

when I was lucky enough to interview him about his fascinating and varied 

media career. Editor of Private Eye at the age of just 26, he became a team  

captain on BBC 1�s Have I Got News for You four years later, with no inkling of 

just how many decades these roles would keep him in the public eye � and often 

bring controversy or legal challenges. Holding the record for the most sued man 

in Britain, Ian gave very entertaining accounts of his spats with such figures as 

Robert Maxwell and Piers Morgan, the latter sending journalists to quiz Ian�s 

local vicar about what he might have said in confession. (The vicar explained 

that they were Anglicans, they didn�t really do that sort of thing.) 

We discussed the early days of Spitting Image and the challenges of mocking 

those in power today at a time when American satirists are being banned from 

the airwaves for express-

ing certain points of view.  

Following on from 

my interviews in 2024 

and early 2025, respec-

tively, with Jo Brand  

and Toby Jones, the In  

Conversation series has 

now become a regular 

fundraiser for Omnibus 

thanks to the generous 

support of local audi-

ences who are prepared 

to pay that bit extra for 

an excellent evening�s entertainment, knowing that it all goes towards supporting 

the splendid work of our local arts centre. Check the Omnibus website for details 

of all its programmes, including its online fundraising auction. John O�Farrell

Our meetings take place at Omnibus Theatre, 
1 Clapham Common North Side, SW4 0QW, at 
7.30pm. The talk lasts for about 45 minutes, followed 
by questions and discussion. Meetings are free for 
members and open to non-members, who are invited 
to donate. The Café Bar is open from 6pm for drinks 
and snacks, and after the talk for further mingling.  
There are no talks in December, July or August.
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Thank you, Mark, and Happy 50th 
to the Newsletter � there is a link! 
As members who attended the AGM last month will 

have been sorry to learn, our Chair since October 2021, 

Mark Leffler, has stepped aside to make way for other 

activities in his busy life. Mark has contributed to the 

Society over many years He was invited to join the 

Committee in 1974 and re-elected in 1975, in the light 

of his campaign against Lambeth�s Redevelopment  

programme that threatened large areas of Clapham,  

including Lillieshall Road, Rectory Grove, Iveley Road 

and Heath Road, and in the Acre Lane/Hetherington 

Road/Bedford Road area where he lived. As a result  

of this campaign the Council lost a series of Public  

Inquiries, largely due to his advocacy, and adopted an 

approach involving refurbishment and conservation.  

We wish him well as we do his lovely, talented wife, 

Dana Kubick, whose beautiful photographs have graced 

not just this publication but also the Society�s book about 

the I�Anson family of architects, published in 2019. 

Mark will remain an active member and still serve on the 

Planning Sub-committee, so it�s not farewell but au revoir!  

To celebrate the Newsletter�s 50th and complete the 

Newsletter Archive, digital editions going back from 

July/August 2008 to November 1975 have been uploaded 

to the website. You can read Issue 1 (November 1975, in 

which Mark appears as a re-elected committee member) at 

claphamsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/1-50.pdf. 

 Jake Johnson, Mark�s worthy successor as Chair, 

will feature in these pages next time. RE

http://claphamsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/1-50.pdf


A marvellous offering of authors and views at the 2025 Clapham Book Festival   

It was a pleasure to be part of the committee, ably chaired by local author Julie Anderson, arranging the Clapham Book Festival on 

Saturday 11 October. The day began with Julie�s Clapham Literary Walk, which started at Omnibus Theatre where the rest of the festival 

took place. In the afternoon Clapham author Elizabeth Buchan interviewed Oyinkan Braithwaite (left). Talking 

about her new book, Cursed Daughters, Oyinkan gave us a wonderful perspective of her work and the influences 

on her work from both the UK and Nigeria. Interestingly, both she and Joanne Harris, whose latest book is 

Vianne, spoke about how their childhood reading had led them on their paths to writing. Joanne was interviewed 

by Michèle Roberts. Michèle and Joanne are of French/British parentage which has fed in both cases into their 

writing, and a sense that neither ever feels quite �home�. Mother-

hood and family proved powerful threads in the afternoon and of 

significant interest, too, during the Q&As. 

The evening�s event saw best-selling author Tim Tate being  

interviewed by Gavin Esler about the Spycatcher Affair. Tim 

spoke in detail about his research from primary sources for his 

new book, To Catch a Spy: How the Spycatcher Affair Brought MI5 in from the Cold. The  

audience gained a whole new perspective on the life of Peter Wright and the course of 

events that sparked one of the most controversial courtroom battles of the 1980s. 

Founded in 2016, the next Clapham Book Festival will be in its tenth year and plans to 

celebrate are already afoot. Many thanks to all our supporters. Alison Inglis-Jones 

a new style of dance teaching, definitely not the �fancy dancing� 

of other schools. This was a strict ballet school and the only one 

of its type in London.  

In 1887, Katti�s fame and fortune rose when she became the 

ballet mistress and choreographer for the popular Empire Music 

Hall (a rare position for a woman). It, and its rival The Alhambra, 

had bills of both ballet and variety, appealing to the top tier of 

British society. Each had an in-house ballet company with a corps 

de ballet of up to 100 dancers.  

A strict taskmaster, during performances she would often stand 

at the side of the stage shouting at the corps de ballet, blissfully 

ignorant of the fact that many at the front of the audience could 

hear. Katti, who gave up dancing aged 49, now concentrated on 

choreographing spectacular new ballets with exotic costumes, 

often with a budget of £10,000. One, The Kingdom of Persian 

Cats, took inspiration from her own five cats. It was through her 

involvement that the status of ballet and music hall began to 

change, attracting middle- and upper-class audiences who became 

educated in the art of ballet.  

Katti married, and subsequently divorced, the dancer Johann  

Geraldini, with whom she had three daughters. She later lived 

with Neapolitan dancer Giuseppe Venuto de Francesco. With him, 

a fourth daughter was born, who went on to run Katti�s school and 

carry on her name and legacy. Katti lived first with Giuseppe�s 

mother in Lansdowne Gardens, Stockwell, later on the Clapham 

Road and, from 1892, in her own home on Clapham Common 

North Side. Here she had an immaculately turned-out butler, Mr 

Barker, and would be driven to the theatre in her brougham which 

was possibly parked in the stables off Cedars Road. 

Katti died at the age of 79 on 15 November 1908, her faithful 

dog having predeceased her by a few hours. A Requiem Mass was 

celebrated at St Mary�s Church, Clapham Park Road, and the  

announcement of her death featured in newspapers both here and 

abroad. She is buried alongside Giuseppe in West Norwood 

Cemetery. While Katti�s many ballets have not survived, her 

legacy endures, especially in relation to the development of a 

serious training system for English ballet dancers. 

Geraldine�s talk gave rise to many questions from the audience 

about the role Katti Lanner played in the establishment of ballet 

in England. (We learned among other things that there is no evidence 

to suggest there were any noise complaints surrounding the North 

Side ballet school!) Morris was also asked about her own involve-

ment in dance, as a member of the Royal Ballet. All in all, a lively 

discussion ensued. The audience agreed that a Blue Plaque  

honouring Katti Lanner�s special contributions to ballet and dance 

might now be in order at her former 40 Clapham Common North 

Side home. Deborah Williams and Marietta Crichton Stuart 

The dance world of Katti Lanner  
Dr Geraldine Morris�s September 15 talk on an extraordinary 

and now forgotten Clapham resident, the ballerina, choreogra-

pher, and dance teacher Katti (Katharina) Lanner, was illustrated 

with both slides and dance. Few in the audience knew that Katti 

had run a dance academy at 40 Clapham Common North Side.  

Born in Vienna in 1829, the daughter of �The Waltz King� 

Josef Lanner, she began dancing from a young age, joining the 

Vienna Opera Ballet at 14. Katti went on to tour Europe and the 

United States, where she was known for dancing the lead in 

Giselle, as well as other well-known ballets. It was in Germany 

that she began her career as a choreographer.  

She first came to London in 1870 to perform in Giselle, and 

later returned as a choreographer, finally settling here perma-

nently in 1875. Over the next few years, she worked as the Ballet 

Mistress at Her Majesty�s Theatre in the Haymarket. She was 

also instrumental in the establishment of the National Training 

School for Dancing in Tottenham Court Road, where there was 
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Light up a Life at Royal Trinity Hospice 

Royal Trinity Hospice will host its annual Light up a Life event on 

Thursday 11 December, starting at 6pm in the front garden of the 

Hospice on Clapham Common North Side for the traditional light-

ing of the Christmas Tree and carols from St Mary�s RC Primary 

School, followed by a candlelit procession to the service at Holy 

Trinity Church. The event is open to everyone and free to attend. 

More information, including details of how to leave a dedication, 

can be found at www.royaltrinityhospice.london/lual. 

The Arts Society Clapham Common 

Dress Code: 10 Iconic Dresses in Art. This talk by Alexandra 

Epps will look at dresses painted in 10 famous portraits from the 

19th and 20th centuries. Portraits that have shocked and delighted 

in equal measure: the scandal of 

Sargent�s little black dress in 

his Portrait of Madame X (left), 

Whistler�s ghostly Woman in 

White, Klimt�s Gilded Visions 

fit for a queen to the dreamlike 

drapery in Leighton�s Flaming 

June. Fashion and art have long 

been intertwined and just as 

every picture tells a story so, 

too, does every dress. 

Alexandra Epps practised as 

a graphic designer, running her 

own design consultancy for 

many years. She is an Official 

Guide and Lecturer at Tate 

Modern, Tate Britain and the 

Guildhall Art Gallery; and a 

Qualified Guide to the City of 

London, offering walks, talks 

and tours about many aspects of the arts for societies, corporations 

and private individuals. She is a Member of the City of London 

Guide Lecturers Association and a co-author of Lord Mayors�  

Portraits: Dame Mary Donaldson to Dame Fiona Woolf, 1983-

2014, published in 2015. 

Wednesday 19 November, 11 am (doors open at 10.30am). 

Clapham Picturehouse, 76 Venn Street, SW4 0AT. Non-member 

tickets £10, or email claphamcommon@theartssociety.org to join. 

Omnibus Theatre  
� Julius Caesar, 29 October to 15 November. Presented by Tangle 

with support from Mayflower Studios. Julius Caesar has become 

a tyrant. Cassius sees the threat. Brutus is torn by loyalty. Together, 

they conspire to kill Caesar. Tangle�s fast-moving African-inspired 

adaptation drives through the political chaos and friendship betrayals 

at the heart of Shakespeare�s greatest thriller. Adapted and directed 

by Anna Coombs with John Pfumojena�s original music performed 

live on stage, this high-energy production brings African-inspired 

storytelling into the heart of ancient Rome.  Tangle were last at Om-

nibus with their critically acclaimed production of Richard II in 2022.  

� The Good Landlord, 18-22 November. Presented by Pound 

Road Productions. �It�s no one�s fault. But it looks bad. She�s come 

to evict us and we�ve done her in. People will assume it�s some kind 

of setup. Well�a different kind of setup.� If you�re exercised about 

landlords (or whole economies being dictated by rent-seeking  

platforms), this dark comedy is for you.  

� A Suffocating Choking Feeling, 25-29 November. Presented by 

TomYumSim. A suffocating, choking feeling is what happens when 

a lie becomes content � and the content is contagious. A  

subversive interrogation of truth in the age of social media, inspired 

by Australian wellness influencer Belle Gibson (Netflix�s Apple 

Cider Vinegar and BBC Three�s Bad Influencer: The Great Insta Con). 

Simone Hamilton explores influencer culture and our dangerous ob-

session with crafting �authentic� versions of ourselves online. 

For showtimes and details visit omnibus-clapham.org. Omnibus 

Theatre, 1 Clapham Common North Side, SW4 0QW. 

Studio Voltaire  
� Wednesday 5 November, 7-8pm. Alice Hattrick curates an 

evening of readings. Tickets £5, concession available. 

� Saturday 8 November, 3.30-5pm. Nathalie Olah with Owen 

Hatherley and Johny Pitts. Tickets £5, concession available. 

� Wednesday 12 November, 6.30-8 pm. Dennis Potter screening: 

Double Dare (1976). Tickets £3, concession available. 

� Saturday 22 November (check Studio Voltaire website for time 

and ticket details). Live performance: Berry Hill Silver Band. 

� Wednesday 26 November 6.30�8 pm. Dennis Potter screening: 

Brimstone and Treacle (1976). Tickets £3, concession available.  

Studio Voltaire, 1A Nelsons Row, SW4 7JR, studiovoltaire.org/ 

whats-on. Free admission Wednesday to Sunday, 11am to 6pm. 

Artifical Intelligence in health and education  
The St Luke�s Annual Discussion always spotlights a topical issue 

� and none surely is more topical than AI, which will feature on 

Thursday 13 November, 6.30-9.15pm. A panel chaired by BBC 

presenter Sean Curran and including NHS AI Champion and  

Consultant Anaesthetist Clarissa Carvalho; Dr Claire Mallinson,  

Director of Medical Education Guy�s and St Thomas� NHS Founda-

tion Trust; Professor Prokar Dasgupta, who has pioneered robotics 

in urological surgery; and Nathan Boller, Headmaster of Thomas�s 

School, Clapham, will explore the impact and ethics of AI on  

education and healthcare, shedding light on an innovation likely to 

impact, for better or worse, all our lives. Audience participation is 

encouraged. For details and tickets please visit stlukeschurch.org.uk.  

Royal Trinity Hospice Christmas Fair 
Organised by the Friends of Royal Trinity Hospice, this much-loved 
local event raises vital funds to help the continuance of compassionate, 
free end-of-life care to more than 2,400 
patients and their families every year. 
Currently Royal Trinity Hospice needs 
to raise £13 million to supplement its 
NHS funding, but this is only possible 
through the generosity of the commu-
nity. So, swing into the Christmas spirit 
at St Luke�s where you will find over 40 
stallholders selling jewellery, toys, gifts, 
gadgets, Christmas cards and decora-
tions, fashion items, beauty products, 
food and more � all in aid of Royal 
Trinity Hospice. Monday 17 November 

(preview evening), 6.30-9pm, tickets 
£15 or £25 for two, from www.royal-
trinityhospicechristmasfair.org; and Tuesday 18 November, 8.30am 
to 3.30pm, tickets £5 on the door. St Luke�s Church, 194 Ramsden 
Road, SW12 8RQ. Amanda Shine

Membership news  
We extend a warm welcome this month to new members Joanne 

Dempsey; Carol Lewis; Stephen Mulcair; Caroline Studdert; and 

Robert Wintemute and Salaheddin El Turki. New members are  

always welcome. You can find more details on our website by  

visiting claphamsociety.com/join. Jennifer Everett 

�Painting Light� at Dulwich Picture Gallery 
Discover the luminous paintings of Anna Ancher (1859�1935), one 

of Denmark�s most celebrated and pioneering artists � a tour de 

force of Scandinavian Impressionism. Her first-ever UK exhibition 

opens on Tuesday 4 November and runs until 8 March 2026. 

Tickets are available at dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/whats-on/. 

We look forward to sharing our reflections on the show next month.

http://omnibus-clapham.org
http://studiovoltaire.org
http://www.royaltrinityhospicechristmasfair.org
http://www.royaltrinityhospicechristmasfair.org
http://claphamsociety.com/join
http://dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/whats-on
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Previous Newsletters and details of our meetings, activities and publications can be all found at claphamsociety.com.

If you have any queries about The Clapham Society or have news of local events, please email the appropriate person below:

For more information about our sponsor, Audley Villages, please telephone 020 3510 5059 or visit audleyvillages.co.uk.

Clapham street names: Wirtemberg Street  
Regarded as one of the lost streets of Clapham, Wirtemberg Street 

once ran from Clapham High Street to Back Fields Lane and Rectory 

Grove. Its name reportedly came from the nearby residence of a 

member of the ducal House of Wirtemberg. In 1918 this was  

investigated by the lawyer R D Duncan of Park Hill and disputed. 

He noted that houses built in 1827 in what was known as Wirtemberg 

Place had possibly been named after the Wirtemberg Duke or his son. 

Over the years Place changed to Grove and then to Wirtemberg 

Street. Bland�s 1849 map of Clapham indicates the name had  

extended to the entire street. Along it were the British and Foreign 

School, the Wirtemberg Arms, the 1852 Chapel of the Ebenezer 

Strict Baptists (also known as the Garner Chapel, later the  

Oddfellows Hall) and Ebenezer Cottage. Ten years later, the chapel 

was sold to the Wesleyan Bible Christians and the congregation 

moved to the Ebenezer Chapel on the corner of Fitzwilliam Road.  

During the Great War there was a move to anglicize German 

names. In 1916 a Clapham resident suggested changing the street 

name to one with �something of a British character�; Wilberforce was 

suggested (but not adopted). The official renaming proposal came 

Clapham gets a spring clean...in autumn 
The second week in October was a busy one for sprucing up 

Clapham. The Clapham Society and the Clapham Business  

Improvement District (BID) organised a volunteer day with 

Local Fashion Brand Hush on Wednesday the 8th. Around 100 

volunteers turned out, litter picking 

in the morning on the Common 

where they collected 50 bags of 

rubbish and buckets of bottle tops, 

and in the afternoon painting the 

stairwell at Omnibus Theatre and 

planting out more than 1,000 bulbs 

and perennials in various locations, 

including Clapham Old Town  

(pansies going in, right, outside the 

Fire Station), Prescott Place and 

Clapham High Street near Aristotle 

Road. The following Saturday a further 600 bulbs of daffodils 

were planted by Clapham Society members in the grassy area 

adjacent to Clapham Common Station, filling in a few gaps 

where last year�s had gone in. Now all we need is rain! A big 

thank you to all the volunteers who took part. Michael Barry

November Save the Date events...as promised 

from the London County Council (LCC). Wandsworth Borough 

Council surveyed the 172 householders: 169 were in favour, three 

against. The proposal went ahead on 14 March 1919 and the 

street was named after the Rev Sir James Stonhouse, the  

absentee Rector of Clapham from 1753 to 1792. The Wirtemberg 

pub, mirroring the Royal Family�s own rebranding, became 

the Windsor Arms (now The Stonhouse) at the same time. 

Housing was varied; two semi-detached villas still survive 

as do some of the 1860s two-storey cottages. Elsewhere there 

were three-storey terraces and 1890s mansion blocks near the 

High Street. There was a range of small shops and businesses 

including Denny�s Dairy and the Blue Bird Laundry. The area 

suffered from wartime damage and on 7 September 1940 a 

high-explosive bomb destroyed much of the northern part of 

the street. The stock deteriorated and in the mid-1960s 

Wandsworth Council announced a major redevelopment plan 

with Compulsory Purchase Orders and demolition. In spite of 

strong local opposition, Stonhouse Street was to be divided 

and the middle area razed to the ground. The 1970s saw the 

construction of the Clapham Manor Estate under Lambeth 

Council�s Chief Planner and Architect Edward �Ted� Hollamby. 

The estate is described in a Clapham Society Walks booklet 

as �the revolt against large-scale and utilitarian municipal  

architecture in favour of a villagey style�.  

Today Stonhouse Street is a small stretch from the High 

Street, becoming pedestrianised in front of Clapham Manor 

Primary School. On the estate it has become Belmont Close 

and Hickmore Walk, and includes the blocks on Cubitt Terrace, 

which runs to Larkhall Rise. The former name of Wirtemberg 

has long since been long forgotten. Marietta Crichton Stuart 

Next month: Along the High Street  

If you would like to find out more about your street, please 

email history@claphamsociety.com. 
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Come & Sing for Remembrance 

A moving programme of music 

from Requiems by Mozart, Fauré 

Rutter, and Rossini�s Petite Messe 

Solennelle. Saturday 8 November, 

4-6pm rehearsal; 7-8pm show-

case. Church of the Holy Spirit, 

Narbonne Avenue, SW4 9JU. 

Scan the QR code for more details 

and tickets: £20 

singers (includes 

scores and light 

refreshments); 

£10 audience. 

Jan Carey�s one-woman show 

A celebration of the friendship 

between WWI poet and composer 

Ivor Gurney and violinist Marion 

Scott. Sunday 2 November, 6pm 

and Monday 3 November, 

7.30pm. White Bear Theatre, 

Kennington Park Road, SE11 

4DJ. Tickets £15 and £12 (conces- 

sions) at whitebeartheatre.co.uk. 

mailto:treasurer@claphamsociety.com
mailto:membership@claphamsociety.com
http://whitebeartheatre.co.uk

