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Book Festival 2026

The Clapham Society is pleased to be one of the sponsors of this year’s Festival

October 17th, 2026 is a special date for the Clapham Book
Festival, when the organisers will be celebrating ten years
of delivering the Festival for Clapham.

Hatched over a cup of coffee by its co-founders, it has
grown into a much-anticipated annual event which has
seen some of the best authors appear in packed sessions
at Omnibus Theatre. It is a local festival, which retains its
quirky character, but draws some of the biggest names in
the world of writing. Audiences have listened to and
engaged with Sir Michael Morpurgo, Sir Antony Seldon,
Jenni Murray, Ed Stourton, Professor Kate Williams, Sir
Antony Beevor and the BBC’s Frank Gardner and Kate
Adie. On the fiction side, authors such as Dame Margaret
Drabble, Jane Thynne, Sabine Durrant, Oyinkan
Braithwaite, Michéle Roberts and Joanne Harris have
illuminated the art of storytelling and crafting fiction.

This year’s line-up of authors includes multi-award-
winning crime writers Abir Mukherjee and Vaseem Khan
who discuss their latest twisty thrillers, The Pinnacle and
The Man with the Golden Compass and each of their
successful historical crime series set in Calcutta and
Bombay, respectively. Both have contributed to previous
Clapham festivals and proved extremely popular. They will
be speaking with me at two o’clock in the main theatre.

The prize-winning biographer and historian Anne Sebba
is the author of many distinguished books. She will be
discussing her latest, The Women’s Orchestra of
Auschwitz — a shocking and powerful tour de force about
the female musicians forced to play, literally, for their
lives. It tells a harrowing story of the unimaginable

Clapham Common wins Gold again

Clapham Common has again won Gold in London in Bloom’s Common of the Year
category, scoring 85% or above for horticulture, environmental care and community
involvement. The award recognises the work of the park team and volunteers from
Friends of Clapham Common, CCMAC and Wild Clapham. The Society congratulates
everyone involved, particularly Gareth James and Adrian Darley, whose work on the

Common is a familiar sight.

cruelties of life in Auschwitz, and of how, with dignity and
bravery, some women survived. Anne will be presenting in
the main theatre, at 5 o’clock, followed by guestions, with
local, much-acclaimed novelist, Elizabeth Buchan.

In the evening the co-presenter of The Rest is Classified,
the BBC’s security correspondent from 2004 - 2024,
Gordon Corera will be talking to former Newsnhight
presenter and journalist, and fellow Clapham local, Adam
Raphael. Reporting from around the world on terrorism,
cyber-security and espionage, Gordon brings hidden
worlds to public knowledge. He will be discussing his
career and how he came to write his latest book, The Spy
in the Archive, the story of Vasili Mitrokhin, the KGB
archivist who travelled from Soviet idealist to traitor and
his nail-biting escape to the West, bringing some of the
biggest KGB secrets with him.

In addition, the inaugural Penelope McNeile Writing
Competition is being held in memory of the late festival
trustee and in celebration of creativity, diversity,
storytelling, and emerging literary voices. An opportunity
for unpublished writers to share their work, whether those
writing that first short story or having been writing for
years, the prize presentation will take place at 3.30pm.

If you want to discover Clapham’s literary antecedents
(of which there are many), the ever-popular Clapham
Literary Walk will take place TWICE this year, on Festival
Day and the weekend before on 10th October. Beginning
at Omnibus Theatre and taking approx. two hours, it
covers literary titans, world-wide best sellers and some
more idiosyncratic writers and journalists.

Julie Anderson, Chair of Trustees (Book Festival)
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Gateway to Clapham - High Street Bridge Competition

The design competition held earlier this year was won by a
team led by Makower Architects. Their scheme scored
highest in both the public vote and the judging panel’s
assessment.

The Clapham Society and Clapham BID have both
agreed to extend their earlier financial contributions to
help fund the next stage of the process and the design
team have therefore recently been appointed and briefed
to proceed. Their work will be overseen by a Steering
Group representing all interested parties.

Considerable input will be required to further refine the
scheme. This will involve incorporating a number of design
changes responding to issues raised by the judging panel
in respect of the competition submission, feedback from
other similar projects locally such as Thessaly Road and
Falcon Road as well as taking on board further advice from
TfL, Network Rail etc. The end result will be a fully
illustrated, more detailed scheme agreed by all parties

Lambeth Local Plan

that can be used as a vehicle to seek the necessary

external funding for the eventual full design and
implementation process.
Makower’s original competition submission had

incorporated planning issues beyond the bridge itself and
the team are keen to explore this aspect further. Ideas
include the possible closure of Lendal Terrace, the general
treatment of the High Street up to the clock tower and the
possible partial closure of The Pavement by the grassy
knoll. These issues will not be fully elaborated in the
immediate next stage but could be explored in outline for
possible future consideration.

Unconnected with the bridge design process, but
related in overall planning considerations, the Society are
also exploring the long term prospect of Victoria-bound
trains once again stopping at Clapham High Street station.
This is a very interesting, if challenging, proposition.

John Haworth

Lambeth has recently embarked upon preparing a new Local Plan, a lengthy process likely to take around 30 months.
The initial scoping phase is now underway which, as the Council’s website says, “seeks views on what issues should be
included to shape and improve the borough: housing, community facilities, jobs, climate, getting around and high-

quality design and heritage”.

As part of the process, Lambeth has published draft area character

studies for each of 17 areas in the borough, one of which covers
Clapham. Again to quote the Council, this “represents the first step in
the journey towards a place-based, design-led approach to managing
development, change and growth... ensuring that decisions about
form, scale and intensity of new development respond sensitively to
local character”.

The first-stage consultation runs until 13 October and Lambeth is
holding a number of pop-up sessions and group events, as well as an
online survey. One of the pop-ups will be in Clapham High Street on
Thursday 1 October. This, or one of the other workshops, presents an
excellent opportunity for the Society, individual members and local
residents to participate and influence the future development of our
area. We strongly encourage you to get involved.

For further information, on the “Lambeth Local Plan consultation”,
click here. The Draft Clapham Character Area Study and details of
Local Plan events and workshops can also be found on Lambeth
Council’s consultation website. John Haworth

Lambeth Hospital, Landor Road and Beyond

An important updated town planning submission has just
been made for redevelopment of the Lambeth Hospital
site off Landor Road, which would be built following full
demolition of the existing buildings.

The latest proposals are for a denser development than
the earlier scheme - including 722 flats rather than the
previously consented 551 flats. The scheme again
contains an 18 storey residential tower at the southern
end of the site with the remaining flats now contained in
four mansion blocks surrounded by landscaped grounds.

The Society are broadly supportive of the proposals,
bringing a significant quantity of new accommodation,
much of it for rent, to an area that is popular with younger
residents.

We are, however, concerned about some of the
implications of the increase in density, in particular the
massing of the buildings fronting onto Landor Road and
the solidity of the mansion blocks.

The project, once completed, will have a significant

beneficial impact on Landor Road. Footfall towards
Clapham North will be substantially increased which will
generate additional trade for local businesses.

The Society are keen to be involved with the evolution of
the scheme itself and with the ripples of subsequent
development locally that will inevitably follow.

Further afield: Lambeth Council’s planning committee
have recently approved a scheme known as Vauxhall
Square that comprises seven buildings including a 69
storey tower that will be the second tallest residential
building in the UK (after Landmark Pinnacle at Canary
Wharf).

Amongst the other residential buildings in the cluster will
be two 61 storey towers and one at 45 storeys. The tallest
Vauxhall building currently stands at 50 storeys high.

Wandsworth Council have agreed proposals to
construct 203 council homes in a new 18 storey tower at
Battersea Power Station.

John Haworth


https://love.lambeth.gov.uk/have-your-say-on-lambeths-future-local-plan-consultation/

Childhood in Wartime Clapham

Bomb damage to the schools in Macaulay Road and
Rectory Grove during the Second World War meant that
the Clapham Parochial School was based in St Paul’s Hall
in Heath Road when five-year-old Anna Willett started
school in 1942. Her family lived on the corner of Larkhall
Rise and Gauden Road, so a three-mile walk each day
including going home for lunch.

Despite the war Anna had happy memories of her
primary school days. The sound of air raid warnings and
the awaited “all clear” were part of their lives, but, to a
child, the drills which included the donning of a Mickey
Mouse gas mask or the walk to the air raid shelter often
seemed an adventure. She remembered trying out the
“rude words” inscribed in the shelter on her parents with
dramatic results.

Her father William worked as a butcher in Victoria. One
of his customers owned a much-loved parrot and thought
for some unknown reason that the bird would be safer in
Clapham, so the rather ill-tempered African Grey named
Polly was installed in his cage in the corner of their
kitchen. Her father was fond of the bird and would talk to
him while her mother was not so keen. Polly would often
greet her entry into the room with “silly old fool”.

The bird’s owner was wrong about the safety of wartime
Clapham. It was close to such enemy targets as Clapham
Junction, Battersea Power Station and the Projectile
armaments factory, so air raids were not uncommon, and
their house was often badly shaken. On occasions plaster

Slatehook

fell from the ceiling and landed on the cloth covering
Polly’s cage.

Her father would be greeted by the bird hopping from
claw to claw and squawking “Bloody Nazis, bloody Nazis”.
Her mother, unimpressed, enquired “Who taught him to
say that William?”

During the Great War Anna’s father had served in
France with his regiment and its horses. Like many
veterans he shut away memories, but one of the few
things the family learnt of was his deep affection for the
horses, especially one called Mickey for whom her father
would save his issue of custard creams.

It was his custom to start his half day with a few
leisurely pints at the Gauden Hotel in Gauden Road. One
week in June 1944 a film featuring a horse was being
shown at a local cinema and, breaking his usual routine,
he went to see it. Anna recalled “that sunny afternoon one
of the pilotless V1 planes, or “doodlebugs”, hit the hotel
causing ten deaths and a number of other casualties”.

The V1s were particularly frightening. Having heard the
sound of one approaching there was the short anxious
wait to hear when the engine would cut out. Where would
it fall? In Anna’s household they suffered more than most
because they also had the excellent imitation by their
feathered friend Polly.

After the war Polly was returned to his owner who gave
Anna a small China bowl which, eighty years later, her
daughter Bea now has on her mantelpiece.

Adapted from an account by Anna Jefferson Smith

The Fenwick Estate of over 400 homes, sitting between Bedford
Road and Landor Road, was desighed and built by London County
Council in the early 1960s. LB Lambeth recently embarked upon a
long-awaited renewal programme for the estate although this now
appears to have faltered.

At the heart of the estate, the LCC had commissioned a sculpture
by the Manx-born artist Bryan Kneale (1930 - 2025) as part of their
Patronage of the Arts Scheme to place contemporary artworks in
newly built schools, public buildings and estates. The 1961 abstract
sculpture had been showing signs of deterioration and suffered from
vandalism but has just been fully restored as part of a project by the
Heritage of London Trust. The artwork, entitled ‘Slatehook’, now
once again back to its full glory, is well worth finding and viewing.

The Trust will shortly be installing an interpretation panel on site
providing full details about the sculpture prior to an official opening
event in October. In January next year, the Trust will present a talk for
the Clapham Society outlining their background, demonstrating
previous projects and future ambitions. John Haworth

Coming and Going
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There are several new arrivals around Clapham. Rind, a
new wine, cheese and charcuterie bar, is coming to 27
Abbeville Road, while Abbevilles Bike Cafe will combine a
neighbourhood café and professional cycle workshop with
supported work placements. The project aims to give
people who may otherwise find it difficult to enter
employment the chance to gain practical skills,
experience and confidence in a real working environment.

And, lest anyone think Clapham already has enough
sourdough, GAIL’s clearly has other ideas: it is due to open
at 12-13 Clapham Common South Side on 1 October.

In Old Town, Flat Iron, the steak restaurant group, is

preparing to open at 19 The Pavement, the long-vacant
former Moen’s butcher shop. Nearby, Megan’s Old Town
will give way to Common Pizza. Apparently Clapham’s
much-discussed shortage of pizza also needed urgent
attention.

Finally, cult Australian frozen-yoghurt brand Yo-Chi,
which attracted queues of up to two hours when its first
UK branch opened in Notting Hill, is reported to be
heading to 40-48 Bromell’s Road, at the bottom of Venn
Street. With Nardulli also regularly drawing queues
nearbhy, visitors may soon need to check carefully which
frozen dessert they are actually queueing for.



What’s on in Clapham - October 2026

Note: Anything on this page that is underlined is clickable

Black History Month

Clapham Library has a strong programme for Black History Month.
On 6 October, 7-9pm, Legacy & Hope: 30 Years of Pegasus Opera
Company brings professional classical singers, community voices
and a live DJ to the library, celebrating three decades of work
promoting diverse talent and making opera more accessible. On 27
October, younger visitors can Build a Windrush Suitcase in a free
afternoon workshop for ages 5-12, followed that evening by Poetry
Night: Stories, Voices & Conversations, with poetry, spoken word
and discussion around history, identity, resilience and belonging.

Royal Trinity Hospice

October is also Tea for
Trinity month. Supporters
are invited to host an
afternoon tea at any point
during the month to raise
funds - sign up through
Trinity’s website, or call
0207 787 1000,

e M

Trinity is holding a free Talk & Tour, diving
visitors a chance to see behind the scenes, meet staff and learn
more about hospice care; places are limited and advance booking is

On 6 October, 2-4pm,

advised.

Halloween in Clapham

Halloween is unusually busy this yeatr.
GrimFest runs at the Bread & Roses
Theatre from 13-31 October, with
dark and twisted theatre, cabaret,
musicals, clowning, puppetry and
interactive work. On 30 October,
Bump in the Night at the Two Brewers
brings drag, dance, comedy and pop
culture from Clapham-based queer
collective HOMOPARODY.

Photo by Matyas Varga on Unsplash
Then on 31 October, Clapham Picturehouse marks Halloween with
an Out at Clapham screening of The Rocky Horror Picture Show.

Also in October

At Studio Voltaire, Katherine Hubbard’s The Great Room, exploring
memory, family, illness and loss through photography and sculpture,
opens 6 October and runs until January. Oktoberfest returns from 9-
24 October, with live music, food, fairground attractions and German
beer. The Clapham Common Jazz Club returns to Omnibus on 25
October, featuring the Pablo Barrios Group. Free Dr Bike sessions
take place on Voltaire Road on 3 & 6 October, with mechanics on
hand to check your bike out. Lambeth Fringe continues until 25
October, bringing theatre, comedy, cabaret, music and other live
performance to venues around the borough, including its original
home, the Bread & Roses.

Clapham Society AGM

Dates for Your Diary
October

1-25 Lambeth Fringe (continues)

1-31 Tea For Trinity

3&6  Dr Bike, Voltaire Roard

6 Trinity Hospice - Talk & Tour (2-4pm)

6 Katherine Hubbard, Studio Volatire
(opening preview 6-9pm)

6 Legacy & Hope: 30 Years or Pegasus
Opera Company - Clapham Library

9-24 Oktoberfest - Clapham Common

10 & 17 Clapham Literary Walk

13-31 Grimfest, Bread & Roses Theatre

17 Clapham Book Festival, Omnibus

19 Clapham Society AGM, followed by
Jeremy Keates of Clapham BID

25 Clapham Common Jazz Club: Pablo

21 Barios Group, Omnibus

27 Build a Windrush Suitcase, Clapham
Library (2.30-4pm)

27 Poetry Night Stories, Clapham
Library (6.30-8pm)

30 Bump in the Night, Two Brewers

31 The Rocky Horror Picture Show,

Clapham Picturehouse
Looking Ahead
16 Nov Society Talk: Bill Linskey - Local
Music Hall, Omnibus

Organised by, or linked to, the Clapham Society

Regular Events

Clapham Common parkrun takes place every
Saturday at 9am, while the Clapham Model
Yacht Club sails on Long Pond on Sundays, with
yachts available to borrow free. Omnibus also
continues its free live music every Sunday.

Clapham Society Talks

In addition to Jeremy Keates’ talk on the work of
This is Clapham BID at the AGM, the Society’s
programme continues with Bill Linskey on
Local Music Hall on 16 November.

Our AGM takes place at 7:30pm on 19 October at Omnibus Theatre, 1 Clapham Common Northside, London SW4 0QW.
The meeting will elect next year’s Committee and anyone interested in standing should contact
secretary@claphamsociety.com. We've invited Jeremy Keates, the Clapham Business Improvement District (BID)
Manager, to give a talk after the business of the meeting. Jeremy will tell us about what developments are going on, or
planned, in Clapham’s streets. As residents, we may like what he has to say, or we may have different ideas.

Details of Clapham Society events can be found at www.claphamsociety.com

To comment on anything in the Newsletter or to suggest a contribution, email: newsletter@claphamsociety.com
Published by The Clapham Society, Registered Charity No. 279595
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